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f CHAP. I. 

The Lifs 0/ Tom Tmms. 

M R. Thomas 'Thumb was the Son of Mr. 

Theojikilus Thumb, of Thumb-Rail, in 
Northumberland. He was born the very Year 
in which Sir Walter Raleigh loft his Life for 
ferving his Country, and in which PeopJa 
were fo frightened, that they have not cared 
to enter into that Service iince, At the 
Time of his Birth the Sun was eclipfed ; 
which, 'tis fuppofed, ftinted his Growth, 
and made him almoft invifible. His Father 
was greatly difconcerted at having fuch a lit- 
tle tiney Toy of a Child, and his Mother too 
forgot her Duty, and took hut little Not.ce 

of him, till a very learned Gentleman looted 

at him through a great Pair of jfejdj, 
and told the Parents, that he would be e very 
little Man, and a very great Man j which 1 
» Paradox^ or Riddle, we aretofolveby 

«P »P“ h “ l'“l' F l”»ri i and Hi. M«W 
as a Boy does to a ■ v Cott0It) put 

wrapped hl * ,^ ble jnfte ad of a Cradle, and 

him mto a T y/$rtn Pocket, 

carried him. about i» her w c H A p ( 


Tom Thumb’s For. 1®. > 

CHAP. ID 

How Tom became a greater Man than hh Mother. 

B EFORE we attempt to prove this, we 
muft enquire what makes a great Man. 
Is it a great Head ? No. Is it a long Aim. 
No. Is it a big Body ? No. Is it a large 
Leg? No. But I’ll tel! you what it is : It 
is a wife Head and a good Heart that con- 
ftitutes a great Man. It is Wifdom and Vir- 
tue, and that only, which can make us great! 
and happy. A great Brute., or a great Bear* 
or a great Blockhead, may be made by other 
Means 5 but a great Man cannot be formed 
without Wifdom and Virtue, which are the 
only two Sources of Honour andEfteem, and 
will alwaysmake us be beloved and admired. 
This was faid by the Gentleman with the 
great Pair of Spe&acles, to Tom's Father* 
who immediately bought for his Son ail Mr, 
Newkerf* little Books, having been informed, 
that they were publifted with no other 
V iew, but to make People wife and good ; 
fir ft one fr ° m ‘^Beginning to the End, 

hid m a V )lume ’ and then another, till he 
Hd made Mailer of the whole 
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